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What’s Under the Ground?
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TEACHER  NOTES

THEMES
Soil biodiversity
Underground habitats
Nature exploration
Curiosity
Observation
Plant growth
Environmental stewardship

KEY LEARNING AREAS
Science and Technology
Language (French & English)
Environmental Education

BOOK OVERVIEW
Join Léo and Léa as they dig into the fascinating world beneath our feet. They discover roots, earthworms, ants,
millipedes, beneficial bacteria, and nematodes, learning why these tiny creatures are important for healthy soil.

The story encourages children to become careful observers of nature while developing an appreciation for the 
hidden biodiversity found in healthy soil.

KEY VOCABULARY

Soil
Root
Earthworm
Ant

Magnifying glass
Nematode
Bacteria
Habitat
Biodiversity
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ESTIMATED LESSON TIME

Read-aloud          10–15 minutes

Outdoor         20–30 minutes

ISBN: 978-1069725103
Early Nonfiction – Bilingual (FR–EN)
Ages 4 to 8



Why is healthy soil important?
How can we protect tiny soil organisms?
What might happen if there were no

         earthworms?

READING DISCUSSION

Look at the cover: What do you think is under the ground?
What do you predict Léo and Léa will discover first?
What living things have you seen in the soil before? 
Introduce the key vocabulary.

Why are roots important?
What do earthworms do in the soil?
Why can’t we easily see bacteria and nematodes?
Which underground organism surprised you the most?

After Reading

INQUIRY CHALLENGE

Imagine you are a soil scientist.

What else might live underground?
How could you learn more?
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CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES

During reading

Before reading

NATURE CONNECTION

Beneath our feet is a hidden world full of life.
Earthworms, nematodes, bacteria, and 
plant roots work together to keep soil
healthy, soil keeps all life thriving.
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Curriculum Connections

Science — Living things · Habitats · Plant growth · Biodiversity 
Language — Oral communication · Asking questions · Observation vocabulary
Environmental Education — Caring for soil · Protecting biodiversity 

HANDS-ON EXTENSION
Go outside and observe a small patch of soil with a magnifying glass. 

Find: 

                                                                                                                                                                   
Roots                    Earthworms                    Ants                    Insects                    Leaves                    Stones                      

Discuss why each living thing is important.
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