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TEACHER  NOTES

THEMES
Hidden garden biodiversity
Underground and shelter habitats
Animal behavior and adaptation
Ecosystem roles and balance
Nature exploration
Curiosity
Observation
Environmental stewardship

KEY LEARNING AREAS
Science and Technology
Language (French & English)
Environmental Education

BOOK OVERVIEW
Join Léo as he explores the hidden life of the garden. Under bushes, in soil, and among roots, he discovers
grasshoppers, dragonflies, moles, mice, birds, and other living things that are not always easy to see.

Children discover the hidden life of the garden and how living things work together. The story encourages
observation and early ecological thinking.

KEY VOCABULARY

Soil
Bush
Root
Mole
Grasshopper

Dragonfly
Mouse
Bird
Compost
Habitat
Biodiversity
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ESTIMATED LESSON TIME

Read-aloud          10–15 minutes

Outdoor         20–30 minutes

ISBN: 978-1069725127
Early Nonfiction – Bilingual (FR–EN)
Ages 4 to 8

Les habitants cachés - The Hidden Inhabitants

Qu’y a-t-il 
dans le jardin ?
What’s in the Garden?



INQUIRY CHALLENGE

Imagine you are a garden ecologist.

How do hidden animals help the garden?
How are plants and soil life connected?

NATURE CONNECTION

Many garden animals are hidden under
leaves, in soil, or in bushes. They help move
soil, spread seeds, and keep the 
garden healthy.

HANDS-ON EXTENSION
Explore a garden or natural outdoor space. Look carefully for signs of hidden life. 

Find: 

                                                                                                                                                                   
Bird activity in trees                 Roots in soil                   Small holes in the ground                  Signs of compost                                

Draw a “hidden garden map” showing where you think animals live or move.

Why are hidden animals important?
What would happen without soil animals?
Which hidden creature surprised you 

         the most?

READING DISCUSSION

Where do you think animals hide in a garden?
What animals might live under bushes or in the soil?
What do you think Léo will discover with his flashlight? 
Introduce the key vocabulary.

Why do some animals hide in grass or under bushes?
What does a mole do underground?
How do birds help the garden grow?
Why is compost important for plants?

After Reading
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CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES

During reading

Before reading
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Curriculum Connections

Science — Habitats · Ecosystems · Animal behavior · Soil systems · Biodiversity 
Language — Oral communication · Observation vocabulary · Inferring information · Asking questions
Environmental Education — Hidden biodiversity · Soil health · Ecosystem awareness
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